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Dear Parents:
 
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you will return.” 
 
Last Wednesday, we began the penitential season of Lent.  Fr. Matt celebrated Mass
and made crosses of ashes on our foreheads. I sat in the front row and was reminded
that our students are indeed the future. Each cross on every student is a striking
testament to how much this tangible sign of our humanity means to them. For most of
the area's high school students, Wednesday was a typical school day. At Cardinal
Mooney, Ash Wednesday is part of their education and their formation. They left
Wednesday — and everyday — a different kind of student. 
 
Ash Wednesday came one week after Russia invaded Ukraine. Both remind us of the
reality that death is real and we’re not living forever — contrary to what the culture
says. Mooney students are better prepared to face that reality. 
 
Let me pull up from what may seem like a morbid beginning of this bulletin and say
that Lent reminds us to value the time we have, to live well, and to be prepared. 
 
And what a week we had of students valuing their time, excelling, and living life well. 
Twice in a week, the men’s basketball team knocked off top-ranked teams to win their
second consecutive district title. Saturday’s victory was especially gratifying for me
because the Mooney community — young and old, recent graduates, and soon-to-be
Cardinals showed up in force. After two years of COVID protocols, it’s great having a
student section cheering. The camaraderie on the team speaks to the quality of our
young men and coaches. 
 
Often when leaving school late I see and hear our speech and debate team working
on their skills and presentation. Their hard work was rewarded, as eight competed in
the state championship. Ed Discoll was a quarter finalist in Lincoln Douglas Debate
and Millie Heschmeyer  placed third in Dramatic Interpretation. Junior Sarah Owens
also placed in the top ten in Lincoln Douglas Debate.
 
The cast and crew of “Into the Woods” are readying for its shows on April 1 and 2.
 
There’s remnants of snow, yet the baseball and softball bats, and tennis rackets on
campus are harbingers of spring. The field lights are on as men and women’s
lacrosse and track teams prepare for their upcoming seasons.  
 
And there are many Mooney students excelling outside school offerings.  On Friday
TJ Richey’s hockey team defeated the number one ranked team in regional playoffs. 
Three times a week TJ travels to Cleveland for practice. He has also played in
tournaments in Arizona, Michigan, and Minnesota. 
 
Brothers Joey and Alex Sfara also spend time on the ice, but as members of the Kent
Cyclones. For the third consecutive year, Joey was recognized as an All-Star in the
North Coast High School Hockey League. This year, he scored 32 goals, along with
18 assists for a total of 50 points this season. He was also selected as an alternate
captain this year. 
 
On April 9, our own Addie Kelly will perform in the ballet Giselle with Ballet Western
Reserve. 
 
Gabe Betross competed in the state swim finals. 
 
These are but a few examples of Mooney students living well, making the most of
their time and preparing for the world ahead. 
 
Shifting gears, I had observed in an earlier bulletin that it’s easy to view events as
inevitable and to forget the hours and days spent striving. And if the distance
obscures details behind us, current conditions may make the view ahead even
hazier.  Certainly, clouds gathered over the Ukraine … and Mooney has had its share
of cloudy days as well.  This is the environment our students work, live, and achieve
in. They continue to surprise, overwhelm, inspire, and radiate hope throughout the
Valley. 
 
For their sake, Mooney must continue to evolve to offer what few can: a
transformative education where students become the best versions of
themselves. 
 
Education has once again found itself front and center of local and national politics.
Catholic high schools are a uniquely American institution (although the foundation for
them arose out of the turmoil of the French Revolution) and will once again play a role
in the public debates.
 
Our Catholic schools have expanded the promise of education to the masses and
extended opportunities beyond the wealthy and well connected.  Serving as President
of six Catholic high schools, I have observed Catholic education from nearly every
vantage point. I write today to say that Mooney has the unparalleled potential to
advance the common good through evermore students. 
 
Abraham Lincoln once said, “The best thing about the future is that it comes one day
at a time.”  Over the next several months, we must approach the future one day at a
time, one step at a time, one hard decision at a time. We should be leading the way
toward opportunity, not following in others’ well-worn paths. 
 
Differentiation, not amalgamation, ought to be our compass on the journey ahead. 
 
Some recommendations:
We can all see the structural flaws of a divided nation. Mooney ought to build bridges,
not walls if our students are to be prepared for real-world challenges. Catholic schools
can’t operate in a zero-sum game of heads-I-win, tails-you-lose.
 
We must overthrow complacency in all its forms. Faculty and staff must walk
alongside our students in all they do. There is real danger to clinging to outmoded
practices. For starters, it’s the 21st century.  The phrase and mindset of “This is the
way we’ve always done it” can only go so far in explaining something. Various
interests and incentives have accumulated around all of our practices, traditions,
customs that make them difficult to use as a guidepost to the future. 
 
Mooney’s case is new, so we must think anew, and act anew. That means
unshackling ourselves from how we’re organized. Rather than organizing our
teaching, learning, and administration for obsolescence, we must imagine the world in
ten years and then reverse engineer. 
 
For more than six decades, Mooney has been a launching pad toward success, but
its cost is leaving many students without options or families in debt.  We can’t allow
an educational and wellness caste system to develop in the Valley. You’ve all seen
the reports on health, life satisfaction, marriage, addictions.  A healthy Mooney leads
to a healthier community.  
To extend our runway toward growth and strength let us lead this institution to a
mentality of abundance and a position of prosperity. 
 
During Lent we are reminded of the Beatitudes and gratitude. 
 
We cannot repay in kind the gift of the Beatitudes with their eternal meaning;
however, we must recognize that we owe a huge debt to our Church, our parents,
teachers, coaches, benefactors, and others who came before us, most of whom have
passed. That debt can only be requited through gratitude defined as an appreciation
of the best that we have along with a determined effort to protect and cherish their
gifts to us.
 
I heard from two alumni recently.  A 1960 graduate wrote to express their
disappointment in one of my decisions. I acknowledge that I have upset many. The
graduate also said after prayerful consideration they would make a gift in support of
our students (not administration). They are fair in their criticism while demonstrating
gratitude for the institution. One doesn’t need to agree with every decision to support
the institution that will outlive any individual. 
 
A 1970 graduate shared what their Mooney education has done for them, and they
desire to give back.  They’re grateful not only for the education received but the
sacrifice their parents and others made so they could attend.  
 
We need a rebirth of gratitude (across the nation) for those who have cared for us
and for Cardinal Mooney.  From both graduates, I was reminded of what gratitude is.
Both expressed gratitude for the opportunity to walk the halls of Mooney. They
recognized how much they received from the great wellspring of human talent and
concern manifested in Mooney’s faculty and staff, families, and friends.
 
The high moments of student success I started this bulletin with are the gifts of those
who came before us and of those who ensure Mooney’s future.  As we close out this
year's annual appeal, I hope you will consider including Mooney in your charitable
giving. 
Lent reminds us that death is inescapable, yet it has also been redeemed.  That’s the
promise of Easter. 
 
Wishing you a blessed and holy Easter,
 
Thomas Maj

There is a great scene at the end of the film "Friday Night Lights" where the head
coach begins rearranging a depth chart on his wall at the end of the season.
 
That image always comes to my mind as I walk from the awards ceremony at the
Ohio Speech and Debate Association state tournament. The music from the scene
flows through my mind as I start reflecting on the season that just passed ... what
opportunities I missed, how we can serve these students more effectively, who we're
losing, who will return, who we can add to the team.
 
It's a fitting analogy, because we approach Speech & Debate as a sport. Students
don't miss practice, and we walk into tournaments with the same confidence as you'd
take on the courts, the gridiron, or the diamond.
 
Our speakers and debaters are also expected to carry themselves with the
knowledge that every second of the day they reflect Cardinal Mooney values. When
on trips I NEVER have to have that talk with our students. They know how to carry
themselves. They know so well that you can almost tell who they and where they're
from just by looking at them from a distance.
 
Cardinal Mooney debaters and speakers are different.
 
They carry the torch of Denny Barrett and Diane Mastro Nard — and they never
forget it. It's their responsibility, and they EMBRACE it.
 
I couldn't be happier with their grace, toughness, and poise this weekend. Two days
of competing at the highest level is NOT easy, and each of these students deserves
every ounce of love they get.
 
The state tournament has been the stage where our tradition has been built, but
beyond the trophies and medals lies lessons that don't get addressed: failure. I use
that term in hesitance, because these students don't fail. They win by showing up and
harnessing their intellect and physical discipline. So many times, they all don't meet
the lofty goals and expectations set forth by our history, and that's okay. There's
GREAT lessons here.
 
The state tournament is anarchy in so many ways. There are so many judges with
differing levels of experience and expertise, and consequently, our very polished and
refined students can encounter judges who favor opponents not at their level. It's part
of the game, and one of the reasons we pray to get good breaks at the state level.
 
It doesn't always happen, and we MUST keep that in mind. Each of these students is
an absolute winner in all regards. What they do can NEVER be discounted. Not only
do they prepare endlessly to compete in a very unique, grueling activity, but they
carry themselves like Cardinal Mooney students in every tournament of the year —
small and large.
 
I love each of them with all of my heart, and can't wait to get to nationals this summer
and next year!
 
Parents ... encourage your student to explore this opportunity at the most special
school in the state. Students ... speak to me if you are remotely interested in this. If
we take 25 students to state, we WILL have a shot at winning a team title. There's
talent in our halls, and this program will bring it out.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vince Taddei
Director of Forensics
Class of '92 

BACK TO BACK! For the second consecutive year, our men’s basketball team stands
atop the district! Thanks to a victory over Springfield in Salem on Saturday, we have
earned a trip to a Division III regional semifinal game on Wednesday at 6 p.m. at
Canton Memorial Fieldhouse to face Campbell Memorial!
 
Let’s get the entire #MooneyFamily to cheer our team to victory!
 
Tickets can only be purchased online at OHSAA.

 

Coolidge scholarship
Ohio Oil and Gas Energy Scholarship
 
Registration for YSU virtual Financial Aid Night

Hello Mooney Family!
 
Happy Sunday! What a beautiful weekend! This weekend we had our first registration
day with the incoming freshman. It was a pleasure meeting and talking with all the
families. I look forward to getting to know each of the families throughout your journey
at Cardinal Mooney.  
 
This Wednesday, March 9, we have a great opportunity for all students to participate
in. Barbers from Beyond Expectations Barber College will be at school providing free
haircuts to the students. If you would like your student to receive a haircut please
email Mrs. Cadman at jcadman@cardinalmooney.com, and she will provide the
barbers with your student’s name. If you have any questions, please contact Mrs.
Cadman
 
Please remember that students are no longer permitted to have their backpacks with
them in class. All backpacks must be stored in their locker. If students have gym bags
or sports equipment, please see Mrs. Cadman and she will store your bag for you. 
Students are permitted to carry their drawstring bags for their Chromebooks only.
Only the book and notebook for the class they are going to is permitted in the bag.
Any questions, please feel free to see Mrs. Cadman. 
 
Also, students are not permitted to have food delivered by DoorDash, UberEats etc.
to school during school hours. If your student forgot their lunch, you may bring it
before their lunch time to the main office and we will let them know it is there.  Also,
every student does receive free breakfast and lunch. If you have any questions,
please contact Mrs. Cadman.
 
Thank you for sending money with your student to pay on their lunch accounts.  We
have noticed money students' lunch debt go down! Please remind your students that
any extras (chips, water, pop, ice tea, pizza etc.) are not included in the free breakfast
and lunch. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mrs. Cadman. 
 
As a reminder for the boys that you must be clean shaven. Mrs. Cadman and Mr.
Monter have razors and clippers in their offices. 
 
It is very important that your students arrive before 8 a.m. We have had an increase
in the number of students who are coming to school late. If your student is going to be
late, please call the office or send a note with your student. Detentions will be handed
out this week to those students who have five (5) or more tardies.   
 
The challenge for this week for all students is 
Arrive to school 9 3/4 minutes before the tardy bell rings
Arrive to class 3 1/3 minutes before the bell rings
Clean up their tables after flex time and lunch and place any chairs that you have
moved back
Do your homework on the night it was assigned
Help out a fellow classmate or teacher
 
To find out what is happening during flex time this week, please see your class
Google Classroom page.  
 
Have a wonderful week! Study hard! Be on time and … Smile and make a new
friend everyday! 
 
Caddy’s Joke of the Week!
(In honor of the barbers coming to school, I thought this was appropriate!)
 
How did the barber win the race?
 
He knew a shortcut.
 
Hahaha! Have a great week!
 
- Mrs. Cadman

 

We Are Mooney Auction is up!

Please contact Miss Policy for information on how you can take part in this exciting
event at Cardinal Mooney! 

Alumni news
The Class of 1972, including Jim Rendinell and the 10-0 boys, will be holding its 50th
reunion on Friday Aug. 5 at Magic Tree, and Saturday Aug. 6 at Reserve Run.
 
For more information on this reunion and more, stay in contact with Cardinal Mooney
alumni news here!
 
Join our Linkedin group and keep informed of events and school highlights.

COVID stats as of 3/6
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Our Contact Information
Cardinal Mooney High School
2545 Erie St
Youngstown, OH 44507
330-788-5007
https://www.cardinalmooney.com/suppo
rt/
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