Dr. Bill Begalla, Class of 1974

Dr. Bill Begalla, a 1974 graduate of Cardinal Mooney High School in Youngstown, Ohio, played
on the school’s first state championship football team. He credits his parents for their support
during his time at Mooney.

He earned a degree from John Carroll University, where he later received the Distinguished
Alumni Award. He began his career as a metallurgist with Metcoa Co. in Pittsburgh, supervising
melt shop procedures nationwide.

Begalla later pursued dentistry, attending The Ohio State University College of Dentistry. He
completed a prosthodontic externship at the Chillicothe VA Medical Center and a general
practice residency at Youngstown Hospital Association.

Commissioned as a U.S. Coast Guard Dental Officer, he also held a dual commission with the
U.S. Public Health Service. He provided dental care along the Southeast Gulf Coast and
received the U.S. Coast Guard Outstanding Service Medal. After his service, he joined a private
practice in Columbus, performing oral surgery at the VA Clinic.

In 1990, Begalla opened his own practice in Youngstown and served as a clinical instructor at
the Western Reserve Hospital Association Dental Clinic. He also worked as a ship dentist for
Holland America Cruise Line.

He served as president of the Northeast Ohio Chapter of the American Cancer Society and held
board positions with several charities and businesses. A Fourth-Degree Knight of Columbus, he
remains active at St. Dominic’s Church.

Begalla supports Cardinal Mooney through alumni events, fundraising, and scholarships. He
also served as president of the American Slovak Cultural Association.

He credits Mooney’s administration, faculty, and coaching staff for shaping his life and career.

Ken Centorame, Class of 1971

Ken Centorame, a 1971 graduate of Cardinal Mooney High School, grew up in Youngstown’s
Lansingville neighborhood and attended St. Matthias School. He played football under Coach
Don Bucci.

He earned a degree in law enforcement from Youngstown State University while working in the
steel mills. He joined the Youngstown Police Department, rising to Chief of Detectives. Known
for his work on cold cases, he brought closure to many families.

A devout Catholic, Centorame rarely missed Sunday Mass. He was committed to faith, service,
and community.



He died of leukemia in 2009 at age 56, months before his planned retirement. His legacy of
integrity and dedication endures among his family, colleagues, and the Mooney community.

Carol Fortine Ochoa, Class of 1976

Carol Fortine Ochoa, a 1976 graduate of Cardinal Mooney High School, was class valedictorian
and a member of the Speech Team, Drama Club, and Marching Band. She earned a bachelor’s
degree in economics and political science, magna cum laude, from Miami University in Oxford,
Ohio, and a law degree, summa cum laude, from George Washington University.

She began her legal career at Covington & Burling in Washington, D.C., specializing in criminal
law. She later served as an Assistant U.S. Attorney for the District of Columbia, prosecuting
federal public corruption and fraud cases. She then led a specialized investigative unit in the
Department of Justice Inspector General’s office, handling complex cases involving department
operations and personnel.

In 2015, the U.S. president nominated and the Senate confirmed her as Inspector General of
the U.S. General Services Administration. She oversaw more than 300 auditors, special agents,
attorneys, and staff, recovering approximately $1 billion for the federal government through
investigations and audits into procurement fraud, bid-rigging, and False Claims Act violations.
Under her leadership, the office consistently recovered more than its annual budget.

She retired in 2023. She and her husband, Jorge, live in Arlington, Virginia, and enjoy traveling,
spending time with family and friends, and attending musical and theatrical performances.



